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=  The sanctuary lamp burns this week for an expectant mother and her baby by the Rusich Family

14" Sunday after Pentecost

In today’s Gospel, Our Lord tells us plainly: “No man can serve two masters.” He is not saying
that the Christian may have no concern for work, money, family, health, or the ordinary
responsibilities of life. Rather, He is warning us that these things must never become our master.
God alone must occupy the first place in the heart.

Much of our anxiety comes from trying to control things that were never completely within our
control to begin with. We worry about tomorrow, about money, about what might happen, about
what others think of us, and about whether everything will turn out according to our plans. Yet
Christ points us toward the birds of the air and the lilies of the field and reminds us that our
heavenly Father knows what we need.

This does not mean that we should be careless or irresponsible. Christian confidence in
Providence is not an excuse for laziness. We work, plan, save, provide for our families, and
fulfill our duties. But we do these things without making them into gods. We use the things of
this world while remembering that they cannot give us the security for which the human heart
ultimately longs.

St. Paul gives us the same lesson from another direction in today’s Epistle when he contrasts the
works of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit. A life centered upon ourselves eventually produces
disorder: jealousy, anger, division, impurity, envy, and excess. A life governed by the Spirit
produces something very different: charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith,
modesty, and self-control.

That contrast gives us a useful examination of conscience. What is actually governing my life? Is
my attachment to God making me more peaceful, charitable, patient, and generous? Or am |
increasingly anxious, bitter, suspicious, angry, or consumed with things that will eventually pass
away?

Our Lord gives us the answer: “Seek ye therefore first the kingdom of God and His justice, and
all these things shall be added unto you.” The Christian life becomes much simpler when that
order is restored. God first. Everything else in its proper place.

We cannot prevent every difficulty that tomorrow may bring, but we can decide whom we will
serve today. And if we seek first the kingdom of God, we can entrust tomorrow to the Father
who already knows what tomorrow contains.



