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* The sanctuary lamp burns this week for the sick family and relatives of the Rusich Family. This
is the last sanctuary lamp intention left on the books.

19" Sunday after Pentecost

St. Paul tells us today to “put on the new man,” and in the Gospel Our Lord gives us the image of
the wedding garment. Both remind us that the Christian life is not merely something external. It
is not enough simply to bear the name Catholic, to attend Mass, or to know the truths of the faith.
Grace is meant to change us from within and gradually shape the kind of people we become.

St. Paul makes this very concrete. He speaks about truthfulness, honest work, charity, and anger.
These are not dramatic or extraordinary matters. They belong to everyday life: how we speak to
one another, how we react when we are offended, how we treat those who irritate us, and what
we choose to hold onto in our hearts.

His warning about anger is especially important: “Let not the sun go down upon your anger.”
Anger itself is not always sinful. There are things which should disturb us, especially injustice or
wrongdoing. But anger easily becomes something else. We begin to replay an offense in our
minds, imagine what we should have said, exaggerate another person’s faults, or quietly enjoy
remaining offended. What began as a passing emotion can become resentment.

That is precisely the kind of thing the Christian life must change in us. To “put on the new man”
means that we cannot simply follow every impulse or nurse every grievance. We must learn to
forgive, to control our speech, to judge others with greater charity, and sometimes simply to let
an offense go.

The wedding garment in today’s Gospel points to the same reality. God has called us to His
banquet, but His invitation also calls for a response. We are meant to become more like Christ
through repentance, prayer, charity, and cooperation with grace.

Conversion usually does not happen through one dramatic moment. It happens little by little, in
the ordinary choices we make each day. Every time we refuse bitterness, forgive an injury, speak
truthfully, or choose charity over anger, the “new man” becomes a little more visible in us. That
is the work God asks of us until the day when we are finally admitted to the eternal banquet for
which He has called us.



